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VISIT US 
BLASCO 

160 East Front Street 
Erie, PA 16507 

EDINBORO 
413 West Plum Street 
Edinboro, PA 16412 

IROQUOIS 
4212 Iroquois Avenue 

Erie, PA 16511 

LINCOLN 
1255 Manchester Road 

Erie, PA 16505 

MILLCREEK 
2088 Interchange Road 

Erie, PA 16565 

BOOKMOBILE 
www.erielibrary.org/

bookmobile 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 
OF ERIE YOUTH LIBRARIES 

JOHN E HORAN 
GARDEN APTS. 

2110C East 10th Street 
& 

ERIE HEIGHTS 
4026 Garden Avenue

ASK A LIBRARIAN 
CALL 451-6927 or email us at 
library-reference@eriecountypa.gov  
to receive help with research, finding 
your next book, signing up for a class, 
and downloading our online 
resources. 

HELP US NAME OUR 
NEWSLETTER  
Our quarterly newsletter is designed to 
keep you informed about new 
resources, and construction projects, 
and to make sure you have every 
opportunity to participate in programs 
at our libraries.

Help us name the newsletter! Submit  
your idea by phoning 451-6927, at any 
of our branch locations or email: 
library-newsletter@eriecountypa.gov.

TAKE NOTE!
OUR LIBRARIES 
ARE CLOSED: 
FRIDAY, MARCH 30
 SUNDAY, APRIL 1
 THURSDAY, MAY 10
 MONDAY, MAY 28
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BLASCO RENOVATIONS 
CONTINUE INTO SPRING 
We are putting the finishing touches on Phase One of 
the Blasco Master Plan this spring! This investment by 
Erie County gave our community the Idea Lab, a 
centralized circulation desk, a new seating area, and a 
more efficient circulation workspace. This spring, we will 
finish Phase One with the installation of a new skylight 
and updates to our magazine and reference shelving. 
Rotating art collections will be featured in these new 
spaces, beginning with Chateau de la Surrealism, an art 
show that premiered on Erie’s quarterly Gallery Night 
and continues through March.
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NEW SELF-SERVICE CHECKOUT 
& HOLD PICKUP 
Self-checkout machines were added to Blasco in October 
2017. The machines allow patrons a self-service option for 
checking out, renewing materials, and paying fines. The self-
checkouts replace the machines installed in the building in 
1996 that  are no longer in use due to age. Each self-check 
allows you to unlock your own audio-visual cases and gives 
you the opportunity to pay for fines or fees with a credit 
card or cash.  

Blasco Library also introduced its first self-pickup area for 
holds, giving you the option to pick up your own holds. This 
feature will be coming to our Millcreek Branch Library soon!

MILLCREEK BRANCH REVAMP 
The Millcreek Branch Library is getting a refresh this spring! The walls have been painted, 
the community room will soon feature framed photographs of Millcreek scenes, and an 
updated service desk will be located at the front of the library. Patrons will have 24-hour 
access to the library book drop. Stop in to see the changes take shape!

Explore the new reserved items area at Blasco to 
retrieve the items you have placed on hold. 
Items are held under the first three letters of 
your last name.
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VISIT ERIE COUNTY’S UNIQUE LIBRARIES 

This spring, why not visit one of the 11 public libraries dotting Erie County’s beautiful landscape? In addition to the 
five libraries that make up the Erie County Public Library (ECPL), we cooperate with the six independent public 
libraries in Erie County to provide robust collections, a shared integrated library system, and collaborative efforts to 
make sure everyone in Erie County has access to strong libraries in their community.  In communities without easy 
access to a library, we strive to offer bookmobile services.   

Public libraries in Erie County are located in the following communities: Albion, Corry, Edinboro, City of Erie, Fairview, 
Girard, Lawrence Park, Millcreek, North East, Union City, and Waterford. Your Erie County Public Library card is good 
at all locations, and you may return your materials at any public library in Erie County.  
Visit http://www.erielibrary.org/library-info-2/plec/ to learn more! 

ERIE CRAWFORD DISTRICT 
LIBRARY NEWS 
The Erie County Public Library is the District Center for 
Erie and Crawford counties, one of 29 district library 
centers statewide. The District Library Center works to 
support local public libraries by providing access to 
excellent services and collections.   

Linesville Community Public Library has started its 
Spring Into Reading Challenge. This reading challenge 
will be held from February until April 2018. By 
participating in the reading challenge, each person will 
have a chance to enter into a Stefanelli’s Candies basket 
drawing. Call (814) 683-4354 to learn more. 

Meadville Public Library is recovering from a fire in its 
boiler room on January 31. The recovery process is going 
well, but will be lengthy as every book and piece of 
furniture must be cleaned of smoke. In the interim, they 
are leasing space at the Parkside Commons building 
across the street from the library. The temporary location 
is called the “The Twig” (like a library branch, but smaller). 
The Twig features popular materials from each 
department, story times, a pickup area for reserved 
items, public computers and WiFi. 

McCord Memorial Library (North East) - created new 
Facebook groups for Children's Story Times, Book Club, 
and Lego Club. Find them at https://www.facebook.com/
mccordlibrary. 
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MADE IN ERIE 
PRODUCT DESIGN 

LAB RETURNS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 7 
   9 A.M. - 3:30P.M.  

The MIE Product Design Lab returns! This workshop 
educates people to design products that are functionally, 
ergonomically, and aesthetically excellent. The lab is a 
series of presentations and activities organized to help 
people create better product designs. National and 
regional experts will provide training and discussion. 

Attendees are encouraged to enter the Innovation Erie 
Design Competition, a product design competition for 
items that can be manufactured in Erie. The competition is 
from March 1 - May 2, 2018. 

FEATURED COMMUNITY PARTNER: 
BEN FRANKLIN TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS 
OF NORTHERN & CENTRAL PA  
The heart of the Idea Lab’s model is a focus on bringing 
community experts to the library to share their 
knowledge with our community.  

“It’s been exciting to see the kinds of innovative ideas 
that are emerging from the Idea Lab. As a company that 
invests in innovation, the Ben Franklin Technology 
PArtners is supportive of the entrepreneurial ideas that 
spring forth from the basements and garages of our 
region. Each week, we are increasingly impressed with 
the creativity and innovation of our fellow Erie-ites.  “ - 
Brian Slawin, Regional Director. 

Each week, you can find the Ben Franklin Technology 
PArtners in one of our Collaboratories sharing startup 
advice.

IDEA LAB ON THE ROAD 
The Idea Lab is coming to a branch library near you! Our Idea Lab team will 
be teaching 3D printing classes and creating hands-on opportunities for all 
ages at each of our branch libraries this spring.  

Stop in from 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. to try out some of the Idea 
Lab's equipment! Sign up at erielibrary.org/events.

LINCOLN - 4/10
EDINBORO - 5/8

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE PROGRAMS,  VISIT ERIELIBRARY.ORG/IDEALAB OR CALL  814-451-6939

LEARN TO 3D PRINT 
Our 3D printers are busy printing 
a l l d a y l ong . Fro m fixe s t o 
household items, to prototypes for 
games and products, we are 
continuously amazed by the talent 
and ideas in our community. Get 
certified to use our 3D printers by 
taking one of our 3D printing 
classes. For a class listing, 
visit erielibrary.org/idealab.
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Our Bookmobile team is on the 
road each week, working to bring 
library resources to rural and 
underserved neighborhoods by 
partnering with organizations, 
s c h o o l s , a n d c o m m u n i t i e s 
throughout Erie County.   

This summer, we will be updating our Bookmobile 
schedule to reach more people and attend more 
community events. Learn more in our Summer 
Newsletter! 

If you are interested in learning more about our 
Bookmobile, please email our Outreach Services 
Department at  library-outreach@eriecountypa.gov or 
call 814-451-6959. A schedule of bookmobile stops 
is available at any ECPL library location or online:  http://
www.erielibrary.org/locations2/

OUTREACH 
SERVICES:
B R I D G I N G 
THE GAP
When you hear the word 
outreach, what comes to mind? 

At the Erie County Public Library, outreach equals access, 
opportunity, and inclusion for all who want or need to 
access our services, whether inside or outside the library 
walls. ECPL Outreach Services seeks to engage and affect 
people where they live, work, and play. 

We cannot do it without you. Help us reach across Erie 
County by inviting us to join your initiatives, events, and 
expos.

Our mission to weave literacy and learning into the fabric of 
everyday life is a collective effort. Let’s work together to 
build bridges and open new doors through literacy, 
partnerships, and programs. To learn more, call 
814-451-6959 or email library-outreach@eriecountypa.gov. 

STARTING A BOOK 
CLUB? WE CAN HELP! 
Did you know that the library 
offers dozens of book club 
kits? All kits come complete 
with 10 copies of a book and 
may be borrowed for up to 60   
days.  

Choose from a wide selection of carefully curated books 
for teens and adults, including fiction and non-fiction 
titles. In addition to the books, you’ll find a guide for your 
book club! 

Stop in to learn about the titles available, or search “book 
club kits” in our online catalog at catalog.erielibrary.org. 
Our library staff can also help you select a title for your 
next book club!

HACE LIBRARIES ARE JUST FOR KIDS!

Each week, the library’s Outreach Specialist, Miss Lori, 
visits the Housing Authority of Erie’s youth libraries. 
Both facilities contain 1,000 books provided by the Erie 
County Public Library, and features visits from therapy 
dogs and community helpers who encourage a love of 
reading. 
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READING STARTS SMALL 
Our early literacy programs promote the importance of 
reading, singing, playing, listening, and exploring to 
children ages 6 months to 6 years old and their 
caregivers. By hearing books read aloud and 
participating in hands-on learning activities, children are 
building essential skills for school readiness.  

We offer free programs for children at each of our 
libraries. No registration is required - just drop in!  
Baby Bounce - Blasco - Mondays - 10 a.m. 
Toddler Time - Blasco - Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m./10:30 a.m. 
Storytime - Edinboro - Mondays- 10 a.m. 
Storytime - Iroquois - Tuesdays - 10 a.m. 
Storytime - Blasco - Wednesdays & Thursdays- 10 a.m. 
Storytime - Millcreek - Wednesdays - 10 a.m. 
Storytime - Lincoln - Thursdays - 10 a.m.

Email library-childrens@eriecountypa.gov or call 
451-6936 for more information.

And remember: “Fill your house with stacks of books, in 
all the crannies and all the nooks." — Dr. Seuss

MONDAY STREAM Studio - Ages 7-12 
Interested in what makes things tick, discovering 
technologies old and new, making things, breaking 
things, or exploring the world around you? Join us at the 
library, roll up your sleeves, and let’s get into STREAM on 
the following Mondays at 4:30 p.m.: 

IROQUOIS - 3/26 
MILLCREEK- 4/2 
LINCOLN - 4/16 

IROQUOIS - 4/23 
EDINBORO - 4/30 

STREAM LAB COMING TO BLASCO 
Have you heard? A STREAM Lab will be opening at 
Blasco this year, thanks to the generosity of donors who 
gave to the Erie Regional Library Foundation on Erie 
Gives Day.   

The lab will feature hands-on maker equipment, art 
supplies, gears, tools, robotics and much more. Classes 
and design challenges will be offered for families. Learn 
new skills and connect with others at the library!  

NEW TEEN SPACE COMING 
A new Teen Space at Blasco will open later this year! 
The space will be located on the first floor of the library 
and will feature laptop stations overlooking the 
bayfront, a performance stage, expanded shelving for 
teen books, comfortable seating, computers, and 
spaces to collaborate. Input from teens shaped the 
design. This project is supported in part through a grant 
from the Office of Commonwealth Libraries, 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, with funds 
provided from the Keystone Recreation, Park, and 
Conservation Fund, with matching dollars from the Erie 
Regional Library Foundation.  

Be part of the change! Teens are invited to attend TAB  -  
the monthly Teen Advisory Board meeting. Share your 
voice, get involved, and make a difference at the library. 
TAB members meet from 2 to 4 p.m. on April 7 and May 
5 at the Blasco Library. All are welcome.  
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STUDYING FOR A TEST? THE LIBRARY CAN HELP! 
Your Erie County or Crawford County library card gives you 
access to Testing & Education Reference Center (TERC) - a library 
database offers test preparation and practice exams for high 
school, college entrance, professional certification and licensing, 
military, and civil service.  

Resources and practice tests include the GED, SAT, high school 
AP classes, and a wide range of industry-specific tests. TERC 
also features a Resume Builder and career assessment tools. To 
find this and may other databases, v is i t us onl ine: 
www.erielibrary.org/ research-services.

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW…
Sign up for our monthly eNewsletter, Connections and 
Collections, featuring new releases, upcoming programs, 
important news, and lists of top-circulating books, movies and 
music. Sign up online at: http://www.erielibrary.org/newsletters/.

Another way to keep up with new releases, best-of lists, and more 
is to subscribe to one of our RSS feeds of our new titles in our 
catalog. Visit http://catalog.erielibrary.org/. 

Suggest a title: If you don’t find what you’re looking for at our 
branches or in our catalog, please make a recommendation to 
one of our staff members or suggest a title in our online catalog. 

CELEBRATE NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK WITH US! 
April 8-14 is National Library Week, an annual celebration of the life-
changing work of libraries, librarians, and library workers. Libraries aren’t 
just places to borrow books or study—they’re also creative and engaging 
community centers where everyone is welcome to collaborate using new 
technologies and develop their skills and passions. 

Libraries of all types have long been evolving to meet the needs of the 
communities they serve. Diverse groups including elected officials, small 
business owners and students depend upon libraries and the resources 
they offer. Resources like e-books and technology classes, materials for 
English-language learners, and programs for job seekers are just a few 
ways libraries and librarians are transforming to lead their communities. 
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SUPPORT FREE 
PROGRAMS FOR ALL 

The Friends Of the Library is a non-profit volunteer 
organizat ion dedicated to the support and 
advancement of our library system. 

• The Friends will be holding a book drive  on
Saturday, April 14 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Blasco
Library. Donate your gently used books and DVDs
on the east side of the building. 

• The Spring Book Sale will be May 11-13 in the
Admiral Room at the Blasco Library. Cookbooks,
gardening and craft books will be featured. 

• The Great American Book Sale will be held June
10-15. Please take note that the new location is
McDowell Intermediate High School. 

160 East Front Street, Erie, PA, 16507  
facebook.com/EriePAFriendsOftheLibrary 

HELP PAVE THE PATH FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 

You can make an impact on the community that will 
live on for future generations through a gift to the 
Erie Regional Library Foundation. Your gift helps the 
Erie County Public Library provide state-of-the-art 
equipment, updates to existing locations, new 
buildings, strategic projects, and collections. 

We provide many ways to give from one-time or 
recurr ing gi fts to memorial and honorary 
contributions. 

Stay connected by signing up for updates at 
erlfoundation.org or info@erlfoundation.org. 

160 East Front Street,Erie, PA, 16507 
www.erlfoundation.org | 814-451-7337 

The Erie County Public Library Advisory Board meets monthly on the third Thursday of the month at noon in the 
Admiral Room of the Blasco Library. Meetings are open to the public.  

Advisory Board members are: Diane Papesch (president), Julie Boam (vice president), Liz Allen, Heather Canfield, 
Morgan Palombi, Trevor Pearson, Devi Subedi, and Dr. Mary Ann Tempestini. 

This newsletter is printed on demand on recycled paper. To view this newsletter on-line, and to sign up for our monthly 
Connections & Collections e-newsletter:  visit: www.erielibrary.org/newsletters.  

SUPPORTING STRONG ERIE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARIES
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